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Meet the Bears!

Pasqua Walker
Transport Costing 
How long have you worked at JJL?
Since February 2012.
Favourite place?
Italy touched my heart and Rome will never be 
forgotten. Eating ice-cream on the Spanish stairs 
and watching tourist walking by seemed like 
something out of a movie but is up there – the 
memory somehow brings peace to my existence.
Favourite movie?
An Officer and a Gentleman (Richard Gere). What 
can I say? My all-time favourite!
Favourite song? 
My play list covers so much but Elvis Presley 
(Always on my Mind) will always give me chills as I 
am such a romantic at heart.

Favourite memory?
At my age, there are so many good memories. The 
birth of my four children has to be my ultimate 
memory but the birth of my first grandchild game me 
an unforgettable, miraculous feeling that words 
cannot express.
Surprising fact about you?
Nothing surprising about me, what you see is what 
you get. Love to cook and entertain and have a habit 
of being a mother to everyone. My favourite saying is 
“Are you hungry? Want something to eat?”
 

CUSTOMS • FREIGHT • TRANSPORT

This and previous Bare Facts Issues 
are also available for download from
www.jjlawson.com.au

Teddy bears were named after U.S. President Theodore 'Teddy' 
Roosevelt. Theodore Roosevelt had a pet bear while in office.

The original word for "bear" has been lost. Medieval people 
thought that saying the ferocious animal's name would summon 
it, so they used a euphemism that meant "the brown one" 
("bear").

Male bears are called "boars" and female bears are called 
"sows."

The Brown bear is the national animal of Finland.

A grizzly bear has to eat almost 20,000 calories a day.

In late November, Jim and the JJL staff spent a
relaxing (crazy!) afternoon on Sydney Harbour at
our annual Christmas celebration.

Christmas in November? It makes you wonder how
another year has passed by so quickly and what
the new year will bring.

Thanks to all of our clients and suppliers for
supporting us through another year. We look
forward to continuing to work with you
throughout 2017.

Merry Christmas, everyone!

Matt’s top tip
As we reach the end of 2016, there are a few important changes to tari�s and taxes that will 
come into e�ect early in 2017. 

Amendments to the Customs Tari� commencing on 1 January 2017. 

�e changes in the Customs Tari� are meant to be revenue neutral, whether this is so will no 
doubt be determined over time. 
Products covered by the changes include frozen  sh; dried medicinal herbs and plant parts; 
wine; certain chemicals; medicines; phosphate based fertilizers; certain insecticides, 

fungicides, herbicides and similar goods; miscellaneous chemical products; certain plastics; 
rubber tyres; articles of timber including wooden �ooring panels and to separately identify 

articles of bamboo; newsprint; man-made thread and yarn; certain knitted fabrics; unglazed ceramic tiles; new 
sub-heading notes to Chapter 84 (machinery); certain machinery; Tari� Heading 8469 is deleted and so these products 
will need to be re-classi ed; new legal note for Chapter 85 (electrical machinery); motor vehicles; electrically propelled 
motor bikes; Monopods, Bipods, Tripods and similar articles; 
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Dumping and Countervailing
As of 31 October 2016, the following goods are subject to Dumping and/or 
Countervailing Duties. Please Note Dumping and Countervailing Duties still 
apply even if your goods are duty free under a Free Trade Agreement. 

If you intend to import any of the under-listed products please let us know in 
advance so we can advise you further on these issues: A4 Copy Paper (from 
China or Thailand); Aluminium Road Wheels (from China); 2,4 Dichloro-
phenoxyacetic Acid (from China); Aluminium Extrusions (from China, 
Vietnam or Malaysia) Ammonium Nitrate (from Russia); Aluminium Zinc 
Coated Steel (from China or Korea); Chrome Plated Steel Bars (from 
Romania); Clear Float Glass Sheets (from China, Indonesia or Thailand); 
Processed Dried Currants (from Greece); Deep Drawn Stainless Steel 
Sinks (from China); Iron or Steel Grinding Balls (from China); Hollow 
Structural Steel Sections (from China, Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan or Thailand); 
Hot Rolled Steel Plate (from China, Indonesia, Japan or Korea); Hot Rolled 
Steel Coil (from Japan, Korea, Malaysia or Taiwan); Hot Rolled Structural 
Steel Sections (from Japan, Korea, Taiwan or Thailand); Packaged 
Pineapple Fruit (from Philippines or Thailand); Liquid Dielectric Power 
Transformers 10MVA or greater (from Indonesia, Taiwan or Thailand);  
Resealable Can End Closures (from India, Malaysia, Philippines or 
Singapore); Hot Rolled Steel Rod in Coil form (from Taiwan or China); 
Quenched and/or Tempered Alloy Steel Plate (from Finland, Japan or 
Sweden); Silicon Metal (from China); Steel Reinforcing Bar (from China, 
Korea, Singapore, Spain or Taiwan); Prepared or Preserved Tomatoes 
(from Italy); Wind Towers (from China or Korea); Zinc Coated (Galvanised) 
Steel Coils or Sheet (from China, Korea or Taiwan). 

;
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Sculpture by the Sea
JJL has accepted many unusual job requests over the years - we 
embrace a challenge! This one is a real favourite.
 
In 2014 and 2015, we imported a single sculpture for an overseas 
artist to display at the world-famous annual Sculpture by the Sea 
event, staged on the spectacular Bondi to Tamarama coastal walk.

This led to JJL being recommended to the event organisers for the 
2016 event and we were invited to partner with Sculpture by the 
Sea to facilitate Event Projects such as Bondi and Cottesloe, as a 
recommended Freight Forwarder.

Collectively, our Freight, Customs and Transport teams success-
fully freighted, cleared and delivered sculptures from all around the 
world, including Croatia, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore and 
China. Our global partners, under our instruction, all played a huge 
role in a successful Sculpture by the Sea Bondi 2016. 

Danny Khoury, JJL’s Freight Forwarding Manager, has confirmed 
that JJL will be handling the Sculpture by the Sea Cottesloe Event 
in February 2017.

Sculpture by the Sea Bondi attracts over 450,000 visitors each year 
and comprises over a hundred sculptures which transform the 
coastal walk into a 2km temporary sculpture park.

Important Asbestos News
The Australian Border Force (ABF) is currently focussing heavily on the 
importation of products potentially containing asbestos. Such products 
are a prohibited import. 

In Australia, unlike other countries there is no tolerance about the level of 
asbestos that imported products can contain. In some countries, 
suppliers can nominate their product as being asbestos-free where they 
actually contain low amounts of asbestos.

The ABF has identified products that may potentially contain asbestos by 
way of linking an Import Declaration Lodgement Question to certain Tariff 
Classifications whereby the Customs Broker must answer whether the 
goods contain asbestos or not.

It is the ABF’s position that for a Customs Broker to answer “No” to the 
Lodgement Question as to whether the goods contain Asbestos, the 
Broker must be in possession of information establishing that the 
importer has undertaken due diligence to ensure that the goods they
are importing do not contain asbestos.

The ABF further advises that for a Broker to solely rely on a declaration 
from an importer and/or supplier that goods do not contain asbestos may 
not provide adequate assurance that the goods do not contain asbestos.

Where an Importer provides a declaration that goods do not contain 
asbestos, the ABF requires the Broker to ensure that they have an 
understanding of what assurances/supporting documentation the 
importer has relied upon when making the declaration.

The ABF further requires that where a Broker does not have sufficient 
information to answer “No” to the asbestos question, the Broker must 
answer “Yes”. This will then direct the Import Declaration for assessment 
by the ABF. At this time the ABF may direct the goods for testing and the 
goods cannot be released from Customs Control until the testing is 
complete and the goods test negative for asbestos.

The ABF expects the importer to have either had their product tested
by NATA equivalent testing authority prior to importation and/or have 
supporting documentation such as Ingredient Lists or Material Data 
Safety Sheets and/or documentation that details the level of assurance 
throughout the supply chain in relation to the manufacture to the goods 
being imported.

It also needs to be remembered that if asbestos is detected in products, 
re-export will probably not be permitted as products containing asbestos 
are also prohibited exports.

Logging
Just a reminder that Under the Illegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012, 
it is a criminal offence to intentionally, knowingly or recklessly 
import illegally logged timber products into Australia.

Importers of Timber and timber articles Wood Pulp, Paper, 
Paperboard and articles thereof, Wooden Chairs and Wooden 
Furniture, Prefabricated Wooden Buildings are required (prior to 
importing) to complete and document the due diligence they have 
undertaken to ensure that the products they are importing are not 
sourced from illegally logged timber.  

Shipments of the above goods are exempt where they are packaging 
materials or their total value is A$1000 or less or they are made from 
recycled product or they are non-timber articles such as bark, cork, 
osier, vegetable parchment or grasses such as bamboo or rattan.

FOB Importations where amount of freight and insurance is 
unknown 

In DIBP Notice 2016/33 the ABF has advised that due to a 
recent change to the GST Act, where an importer or broker does 
not know the overseas freight or overseas insurance costs for 
calculating the Value of Transport and Insurance for GST 
purposes, an amount equivalent to 10% of the Customs Value can 
be used. �is has the potential to either wildly understate or 
overstate the amount of GST that is payable. 

Luxury Car Tax thresholds for 2016/2017

�e Government has announced the Luxury Car Tax thresholds 
for 2016/2017 as being, A$64,132.00 or A$75,526.00 (for fuel 
e�cient). If the Luxury Car Tax values of an importation is over 
this amount, then Luxury Car tax is payable.

China-Australia Free Trade Agreement

ChAFTA – from 1 January 2017, those goods that are currently 
attract the 1.7% Duty Rate under ChAFTA will become Duty 
Free.

�e ABF has advised they will be releasing further Guidelines for 
interpreting Certi�cates of Origin (COO’s) issued under 
ChAFTA. It is anticipated that the ABF will be applying a more 
strict approach which may see COO’s that are currently being 
accepted with minor errors having to be rejected.

Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)

Australia and Singapore have agreed to amend SAFTA to bring 
its Origin and other rules into line with other FTA to which 
Australia is a signatory. 

Under the amended SAFTA provisions, for goods imported from 
Singapore to be eligible for SAFTA duty rates, the goods will 
need to be made in Singapore and be Singapore Originating 
Goods (within the statutory meaning of this term). 

�e goods will need to be shipped directly from Singapore to 
Australia (or if shipped through a third country, they are not 
further manufactured) and the importer must be in possession of 
a Certi�cate of Origin issued speci�cally for SAFTA purposes 
(this document can be issued by the exporter, producer or 
importer provided they have su�cient information to prove the 
goods are Singapore Originating Goods).  �e date for the 
implementation of the amendments has not as yet been advised

Until next time,
Matt McAuli�e
JJL Legal Eagle

Matt’s
top tip

Import news

Packing Declarations
There have been recent minor changes to the wording 
of questions on Packing Declarations that are required 
for consignments imported as FCL, FCX or LCL cargo. 
Over the coming months, we will be asking importers to 
contact their suppliers to commence using the Packing 
Declarations with the revised wording. Copies of the 
revised Packing Declarations can be found at 
www.jjlawson.com.au

Imported Foods
Imported Foods – Producer Name is required for all 
imports of foods after 1 December 2016 (except certain 
exempted foods).

Brown Mamorated Stink Bug Season
The Brown Mamorated Stink Bug Season runs from 1 
September 2016 to 30 April 2017 inclusive. Importa-
tions of break bulk and containerised vehicles, boats, 
machinery and machinery parts shipped from the 
United States will be targeted during this time. 

Goods which are subject to the targeting must be 
fumigated or heat treated prior to importation into 
Australia. Contact us for details.

Please Note in regard to machinery parts these require-
ments only apply to non-containerised cargo. And for 
machinery, they only apply to machinery that fall within 
certain Customs Tariff Classifications.

Lever Action Shotguns 
As has been in the news lately, the ban on the importa-
tion of Lever Action Shotguns with a magazine capacity 
of more than five rounds has been extended pending 
further review.
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