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Meet the Bears!

Jim Lawson - the original JJ Lawson
MD - AKA Pa Bear 

Has been at JJL...
1st April 1975.
The best thing about my job is...
starting & finishing early. 
My biggest work achievement to date is...
retaining my job.
My ideal weekend would be...
just relaxing.
The most amazing thing I ever saw...
the Bears defeating the Broncos by 40 to 6 at 
North Sydney Oval.
To me, sport is all about...
learning how to come second.
I really admire...
Nelson Mandella.

When I’m driving, I’m listening to...
my wife.
Don’t talk to me about...
Manly.
In ten years time, I’ll be...
who knows…
All I want for Christmas is...
being with the family.
What I like most about  working  for JJL is...
being part of a truly family-oriented Company.

CUSTOMS • FREIGHT • TRANSPORT

MEET THE BEARS!
Introducing : Cindy Xu
Role: Finance person
AKA : Xin Xu
Has been at JJL since.. 
May 2002
The best thing about my job is…
Having the opportunity to learn new things 
and meet new challenges every day
My biggest work achievement to date is…
The development of a responsible and 
dependable finance team with consistency 
and initiatives to proudly support our business 
My ideal weekend would be…
Sitting in my backyard, enjoying the warm, 
beautiful sunshine
The most amazing thing I ever saw…
The spectacular Fairy Penguin parade at Phillip 
Island
To me, sport is all about…  
Collaboration and spiritual contest.
I really admire…
Helen Keller - her improbable journey from a 
child unable to communicate due to her 
multiple disabilities, to her exalted place on the 
world stage as the famous global citizen she 
would become, is one of the greatest stories of 
the 20th century. I am so inspired by her… "I 
will not just live my life. I will not just spend my 
life. I will invest my life." 
When I’m driving, I’m listening to…
ABC News on my way to work in the morning, 
classic or pop music while returning to home in 
the afternoon
Don’t talk to me about…
I love talking about anything!
In ten years’ time, I’ll be… 
 I certainly would not mind having pushed my 
boundaries further!  One thing I know for sure is 
that I will still love my work as passionately as I 
do now, and I will be still happy with the way I 
have been living my life here.
All I want for Christmas is…
A reunion with all of my family.
What I like most about working for JJL is 
The harmony, the warm working environment, 
the professionalism and mutual respect 
amongst the team.

This and previous Bare Facts Issues 
are also available for download from
www.jjlawson.com.au

Look inside for

Lots more
to see
inside!

Overseas passenger
terminal upgrade

�e year was 1975…
• Australia won the Ashes in 1-0 in England but lost the �nal of the �rst 
One Day Cricket World Cup (then the Prudential Cup) to the West Indies by 17 
runs (5 run outs). 
• �is was also the year of the dismissal (no not Warne’s ball of the century): 
Whitlam v Fraser. Both men have now recently passed on and I think in their own 
ways have made Australia a better place.
• I started work for the Bureau of Customs, which was part of the then 
Department of Business and Consumer A�airs.
• Oh and some young upstart by the name of Jim Lawson started a 
company.

Going back to 1975, how times have changed in Importing and the Customs 
Broking industries. 

�at year, the Customs Department had three name changes. �ey started 1975 as 
the Department of Customs and Excise and then, in March 1975, they became the 
Department of Police and Customs.  In December 1975, Customs was seemingly 
demoted in status as it lost its role as a Government Department and became the 
Bureau of Customs being part of the then new Department of Business and 
Consumer A�airs.

Customs Brokers prepared paper Customs Entries which had to be hand delivered 
to Customs for lodgement where each Customs Entry was manually stamped as 
received and given a number. 

Customs at that time employed a small army of personnel who would then 
manually input all the information from the paper Customs Entry into their 
COMPILE Computer System to create an electronic record of the Customs 
Entry. 

COMPILE was one of the �rst computerised Customs Entry systems in the 
world.

Each Customs Entry, with its associated import documents, had to be checked by 
a Customs O�cer for accuracy and determine whether further information was 
required or if the shipment could be released.

Customs employed another group of people to make micro�lm records of each 
Customs Entry and its associated documents.

When the Customs Entry was found to be correct, Customs would stamp ‘May Be 
Delivered’ on a copy of the Customs Entry or AirwayBill (for airfreight). �e 
Customs Entries would then await payment at the Cashiers section where the 
Customs Brokerage would send a person down to the Customs House to present 
their cheques to pay the duties and taxes for each entry and receive the ‘May Be 
Delivered’ item.

To pick up the shipment from the wharf, airport or depot, the ‘May be Delivered’ 

�e year was 1975…
• Australia won the Ashes in 
1-0 in England but lost the 
�nal of the �rst One Day 
Cricket World Cup (then the 
Prudential Cup) to the West 
Indies by 17 runs (5 run outs). 
• �is was also the year of the 
dismissal (no not Warne’s 

ball of the century): Whitlam 
v Fraser. Both men have now 

recently passed on and I think in their own ways 
have made Australia a better place.
• I started work for the Bureau of Customs, which 
was part of the then Department of Business and 
Consumer A�airs.
• Oh and some young upstart by the name of Jim 
Lawson started a company.

Going back to 1975, how times have changed in 
Importing and the Customs Broking industries. 

�at year, the Customs Department had three name 
changes. �ey started 1975 as the Department of 
Customs and Excise and then, in March 1975, they 
became the Department of Police and Customs.  In 
December 1975, Customs was seemingly demoted in 
status as it lost its role as a Government Department 
and became the Bureau of Customs being part of the 
then new Department of Business and Consumer 
A�airs.

Customs Brokers prepared paper Customs Entries 
which had to be hand delivered to Customs for 
lodgement where each Customs Entry was manually 
stamped as received and given a number. 

Customs at that time employed a small army of 
personnel who would then manually input all the 
information from the paper Customs Entry into their 
COMPILE Computer System to create an electronic 
record of the Customs Entry. 

Welcome to another issue of Bare Facts. �ere have 
been many important changes that have impacted 
our industry since I last wrote to you. If you are 
unsure how any of the following a�ect you or your 
business, please contact us on 02 9669 3011 and we 
will help you with any issues. 

1. Budget Announcements
Department of Immigration and Border Protection

On 1 July 2015, the Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service will become part of a new 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection 
and within this new Department will be formed the 
Australian Border Force.

�e Australian Border Force is meant to bring 
together in one organisation all existing immigration 
and customs operational border functions. 

�is will occur as a two stage process. A new section 
called 'Border Force' has been created with the 
current Australian Customs and Border Protection 
Service. �en on 1 July 2015, the Australian Customs 
and Border Protection Service will cease to exist with 
its functions transferred to a newly created 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection.

�e Border Force will then be incorporated into the 
new Australian Border Force within the new 
Department. �e ABF will comprise sta� currently at 
the airports and sea ports and will also include sta� 
currently in investigations, compliance and 
enforcement in relation to illicit goods and illegal 
visitors, including immigration detention facilities 
and removal activities. 

Continued on page 2

Matt’s top tip

Department 
of Agriculture 
fee changes
The Department of Agriculture (the department) is 
undertaking a review of five biosecurity cost 
recovered arrangements which resulted in some fee 
adjustments that commenced 1 July 2014. The 
short term review was necessary to return the 
department's cost recovery arrangements to a 
sustainable footing and to ensure continued 
compliance with the government's cost recovery 
guidelines. 

Arrangements reviewed include:
• Import clearance (air and sea cargo, including
 permits)

• Seaports (sea vessels at ports)
• Horse Imports
• Post Entry Quarantine Animal Imports (non-horse)
• Live Animal Exports

For more information, please call 02 9669 3011 
or email marty@jjlawson.com.au

April Showers 
Stop Ships
In what is a rare event, all New South Wales 
commercial ports, including Newcastle, Sydney,
Port Botany and Port Kembla, were either closed
or had operations suspended during April due to
the effects of an intense east coast low.

It was the first time Harbour Master Phil Holliday 
closed Sydney and Port Botany during his four
years in the position.

In heavy conditions, pilot services can be 
suspended which prevents commercial ships 
entering or leaving port.

The near-cyclonic winds last month drove swells
of up to 13 metres off the coast and nine metres 
through the heads of Sydney Harbour prompting
the closure of the ports for the safety of pilots, 
passengers and crew.

The cruise ship Carnival Spirit and her 2000 
passengers had to wait out at sea for nearly 24 
hours before a pilot could safely board the ship, 
seven kilometres outside of the heads, to bring
her into port.

Peter Dutton, Minister for Immigration and Border Protection 
announced that the establishment of the Australian Border 
Force (ABF) is closer than ever with the passage of the 
Australian Border Force Bill 2015 and the Customs and Other 
Legislation Amendment (Australian Border Force) Bill 2015 
through the Senate on May 14th.

These Bills enable the establishment of the ABF as the 
operational arm of the Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection.

Dutton said that the ABF will keep Australia’s borders secure 
for legitimate trade, travel and migration and will work closely 
with Commonwealth, state and territory and international law 
enforcement partners.

"The ABF will be the nation’s first line of defence against 
individuals and networks seeking to undermine our border 

controls or threaten our community," Mr Dutton said.

"The Government is already getting on 
with the job of ensuring stronger borders 
and the passage of the Bill will further 
strengthen the Government’s ability to 
protect Australia’s border. 

"Some of the functions the ABF will perform predate 
Australia’s federation in 1901, however it will be a truly 

21st century organisation.

"ABF officers will be supported by the latest technology, and 
their training will ensure the workforce is capable, responsive 
and agile."

The Australian Border Force, under the leadership of the
first ABF Commissioner, is due to commence operation
on 1 July 2015.

The Government will announce the first Commissioner in
due course.

The Dutton ABF Bill
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Continued from page 1

Peter Dutton, Minister for Immigration and Border 
Protection announced that the establishment of the 
Australian Border Force (ABF) is closer than ever with 
the passage of the Australian Border Force Bill 2015 
and the Customs and Other Legislation Amendment 
(Australian Border Force) Bill 2015 through the Senate 
on May 14th.

These Bills enable the establishment of the ABF as the 
operational arm of the Department of Immigration 
and Border Protection.

Dutton said that the ABF will keep Australia’s borders 

secure for legitimate trade, travel and migration and 
will work closely with Commonwealth, state and 
territory and international law enforcement partners.

"The ABF will be the nation’s rst line of defence 

against individuals and networks seeking to 
undermine our border controls or 
threaten our community," Mr 
Dutton said.

"The Government is already 

getting on with the job of ensuring stronger 
borders and the passage of the Bill will further 

strengthen the Government’s ability to protect 
Australia’s border. 

"Some of the functions the ABF will perform predate 
Australia’s federation in 1901, however it will be a truly 
21st century organisation.

"ABF o�cers will be supported by the latest 

technology, and their training will ensure the 
workforce is capable, responsive and agile."

The Australian Border Force, under the leadership of 

the

Bear Island is located about 400km off the coast of Norway in the 
Barents Sea and is the southernmost island of the Norwegian Svalbard 
archipelago. It was discovered in June 1596 by two Dutch explorers who 
named it after they spotted a polar swimming nearby.

The south of the island is mountainous with sharp cliff faces and 
waterfalls cascading into the sea. The north of the island is low and flat 
with many hundreds of freshwater lakes. 

In the previous centuries, Bear Island has been used as a base for 
fishing, whaling and walrus hunting however no permanent population 
ever settled there. 

These days, Bear Island is a protected nature reserve, undeveloped and 
uninhabited except for a weather station at the north end and occasional 
passing cruise ships.

COMPILE was one of the �rst computerised Customs Entry systems 
in the world.

Each Customs Entry, with its associated import documents, had to be 
checked by a Customs O�cer for accuracy and determine whether 
further information was required or if the shipment could be released.

Customs employed another group of people to make micro�lm records 
of each Customs Entry and its associated documents.

When the Customs Entry was found to be correct, Customs would 
stamp ‘May Be Delivered’ on a copy of the Customs Entry or Airway-
Bill (for airfreight). �e Customs Entries would then await payment at 
the Cashiers section where the Customs Brokerage would send a 
person down to the Customs House to present their cheques to pay the 
duties and taxes for each entry and receive the ‘May Be Delivered’ item.

To pick up the shipment from the wharf, airport or depot, the ‘May be 
Delivered’ document would have to be physically presented and 
surrendered. 

Today we operate under the ICS (Integrated Cargo System). Customs 
Entries are still required but they are created electronically in the 
Customs Brokers o�ce and lodged electronically with Australian 
Customs.

�e system is a fully self-assessed system, with documents only being 
submitted to Customs when o�cially requested. It is now the responsi-
bility of the Customs Broker and the Importer to keep copies of their 
commercial documents that relate to the Customs Entry for �ve years. 

Customs Duties are now paid electronically via a direct debit system. 
Once the duties and taxes have been paid, the Customs Release (the 
‘Authority to Deal’) is generated and advice that the shipment is 
Customs Clear and can be delivered is sent electronically to the 
relevant Cargo Terminal (wharf/airport) or Depot. 

Going forward to 1 July 2015, Australian Customs (now the Australian 
Customs and Border Protection Service) will cease to exist. It will 
become part of the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, 
with most of the functions of Australian Customs being delivered by 
the new Australian Border Force which will enforce customs and 
Immigration laws at the entry points to Australia.   

Here are some interesting (or may be not so interesting!) facts:

• In 1975, Customs Duties represented 6% of the Federal
 Government’s total tax take – ranking �fth behind Personal Income 
tax, Company Tax, Excise Duties and Sales Tax (remember Sales

 Tax – ah the good old days) – totalling A$840,000,000 that year. 
• In 2014, Duty Collections had risen to A$9,279,038,000.
• Death Duties still existed as did Primage Duties (a temporary
 import duty imposed during the Great Depression. 

• �e Federal Government collected A$149,000 in Excise Duty on
Playing Cards – Whaaaat?! (or in 1975 speak UH?)

• �e exchange rate was based on a controlled §oating average basis
 and was set at US$1.257 = A$1.00.

Duty Rates have seen a dramatic change. 

In 2015, we have free trade agreements and, apart from Tobacco, 
Alcohol and Petroleum Based Products, Customs Duty rates vary from 
0 to 5%. However, in 1975 Customs Duty were:

A4 Copy Paper – 30% or if lower A$48.23 per tonne; 
Agricultural Machinery - 15%;

Bed Linen - 41%;
Beer - A$0.30 per litre (today the duty rate is A$47.09 per litre of 
alcohol);
Blenders and Mixers (electric domestic) - 35%; 
Bolts (steel) - 30% less A$0.005 per kilogram;
Camera Tripods - 41%;
Ceramic Tableware - 22.5%;
Cigarettes - A$16.44 per kilogram (today it is A$0.47008 per 
cigarette (approx. A$587.60 per kilogram);
Computers – 6% except for CRT Display – 24%;
Cutlery (metal) - 30%;
Doonas stu�ed with feathers or down - 43%, 
Doonas stu�ed with wool - 32%;
Doonas, other – 26%;  
Exercise Books - 43%;
Furniture - 32%;
Jewellery - 34%;
Men’s Trousers - 43% or if higher 30% + A$0.64 each;
Mobile Phones (if they existed) – 28%;
Passenger Motor Vehicles - 34%;
Razors (Electric) - 25%;
Rum - A$1.44 per litre plus + A$4.71 per litre of alcohol (today the 
duty rate is 5% + $79.77 per litre of alcohol);    
Televisions – 5% on the picture tube and 34% on the balance; 
Tooth Brushes - 26%;
Vinyl Flooring and Wood Flooring - 34%;
Women’s Blouses - 49% or if higher 34% + A$0.60 each; 
Wood Screws (steel) - 30%;
Wrist Watches - 32% on the watch case and 34% on the remainder.

Does anyone remember separate articles directions? If you were 
importing certain machinery you had to separate out the values of the 
electric motors, switches and transmission belts from the machine and 
pay the higher duty rates applicable to these items. 

�ankfully, times have changed!

OTHER ISSUES

KAFTA and JAEPA

As you may or may not be aware, the Japan Australia Economic 
Partnership Agreement ( JAEPA) and Korea Australian Free Trade 
Agreements (KAFTA) have commenced.

KAFTA commenced on 12 December 2014 and JAEPA commenced 
on 15 January 2015. Under these agreements, most (but not all) goods 
that are made in Korea and shipped from Korea or made in Japan and 
shipped from Japan to Australia can be imported Duty free, provided 
the goods meet the requirements of the Rules of Origin.

If you wish to take advantage of the KAFTA and the JAEPA please 
contact us before you import any goods so that we can advise you on 
all the requirements.  

ILLEGAL LOGGING

�e new Illegal Logging Requirements have been in play since 30 
November 2014 and we hope that by now you have either undertaken 
or are in the process of undertaking your Due Diligence requirements 
so as to comply with this new legislation.

BROWN MARMORATED STINK BUG

Earlier this month many clients would have received an email setting 
out the emergency quarantine requirements from FCL and Breakbulk 
shipments of machines and parts from the USA concerning an 
outbreak of the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug. We have been advised 
that the emergency measures continue for all imports arriving up to 30 
April 2015.  

Until next time,
Matt McAuli«e
JJL Legal Eagle

Fundraising
Friday

The Dutton ABF BillAQIS Annual Packing 
Declaration
A Packing Declaration is required by Quarantine for 
each sea shipment FCL or LCL,either on a shipment by 
shipment basis or annually. The Annual Packing 
Declaration eliminates the need for an importer to 
provide a packing declaration for each shipment.

Annual Packing Declarations must:
• Contain all statements required by the
 Non-Commodity Information Requirements Policy

• Be issues by the packer or supplier of the goods; and
• Be indorsed with a DAFF seal/stamp and signed and 
 dated by a DAFF Officer.

Validity Requirements
Annual Packing Declarations are valid for 12 months 
from the date of issue (not the date of endorsement) 
and must be valid at the time the import declaration is 
assessed by the DAFF Officer or assessed and lodged 
by the Broker.

Consignment Link
With the exception of the Annual Packing declaration, 
all Packing declarations must have a unique identifier – 
such as the Bill of Lading number, container number or
commercial invoice number.

Container Cleanliness Declarations
Container Cleanliness Declarations are required for all 
FCL/X Containers and are usually Incorporated as part 
of the Packing Declaration.

For more information or assistance with your 
Annual Packing Declaration, please contact our 
office on 02 9669 3011.
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Over the past 18 months, JJL has been celebrating Friday with a fundraising 
initiative that has so far raised over $2000 for our nominated charity, the 
Australian Indigenous Education Foundation.
Our staff initially presented the idea of wearing casual clothes on Fridays and 
making a gold coin (at least) donation to charity. Our whole company embraced 
the initiative and we worked together on choosing a charity to support. 
The Australian Indigenous Education Foundation (AIEF) is a private sector-led, 
non-profit organisation focused on empowering Indigenous children in financial 
need to build a brighter future for themselves and for the nation.
AIEF provides scholarships which enable Indigenous students to attend some of 
Australia’s leading schools and universities, as well as mentoring and career 
support to ensure students make a successful transition from school to further 
studies or employment, productive careers and fulfilling lives.
A product of a strong partnership between the Australian Government and the 
private sector, AIEF is building a $140 million fund to open the doors to leading 
schools and universities for 7,000 young Indigenous Australians. To learn more, 
please visit www.aief.com.au.
JJL is proud to be supporting AIEF and enjoying our Friday fashions – however, 
the socks and Crocs incident must never be mentioned nor repeated again!!

We don’t mention footy much here
but we do need to mention the North Sydney 
Bears who returned to the winners circle with a 
hard fought win over the Penrith Panthers at a 
sunny North Sydney Oval on Saturday 16th May.
The win was all the more special as the Panthers 
are currently at the top of the ladder.

Congratulations to the team and new
coach Ben Gardiner! We know how hard
you are working and more good results
are just around the corner.
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Protection announced that the establishment of the 
Australian Border Force (ABF) is closer than ever with 
the passage of the Australian Border Force Bill 2015 
and the Customs and Other Legislation Amendment 
(Australian Border Force) Bill 2015 through the Senate 
on May 14th.

These Bills enable the establishment of the ABF as the 
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and Border Protection.

Dutton said that the ABF will keep Australia’s borders 
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uninhabited except for a weather station at the north end and occasional 
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checked by a Customs O�cer for accuracy and determine whether 
further information was required or if the shipment could be released.

Customs employed another group of people to make micro�lm records 
of each Customs Entry and its associated documents.

When the Customs Entry was found to be correct, Customs would 
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Bill (for airfreight). �e Customs Entries would then await payment at 
the Cashiers section where the Customs Brokerage would send a 
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duties and taxes for each entry and receive the ‘May Be Delivered’ item.
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bility of the Customs Broker and the Importer to keep copies of their 
commercial documents that relate to the Customs Entry for �ve years. 

Customs Duties are now paid electronically via a direct debit system. 
Once the duties and taxes have been paid, the Customs Release (the 
‘Authority to Deal’) is generated and advice that the shipment is 
Customs Clear and can be delivered is sent electronically to the 
relevant Cargo Terminal (wharf/airport) or Depot. 

Going forward to 1 July 2015, Australian Customs (now the Australian 
Customs and Border Protection Service) will cease to exist. It will 
become part of the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, 
with most of the functions of Australian Customs being delivered by 
the new Australian Border Force which will enforce customs and 
Immigration laws at the entry points to Australia.   

Here are some interesting (or may be not so interesting!) facts:

• In 1975, Customs Duties represented 6% of the Federal
 Government’s total tax take – ranking �fth behind Personal Income 
tax, Company Tax, Excise Duties and Sales Tax (remember Sales
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In 2015, we have free trade agreements and, apart from Tobacco, 
Alcohol and Petroleum Based Products, Customs Duty rates vary from 
0 to 5%. However, in 1975 Customs Duty were:

A4 Copy Paper – 30% or if lower A$48.23 per tonne; 
Agricultural Machinery - 15%;

Bed Linen - 41%;
Beer - A$0.30 per litre (today the duty rate is A$47.09 per litre of 
alcohol);
Blenders and Mixers (electric domestic) - 35%; 
Bolts (steel) - 30% less A$0.005 per kilogram;
Camera Tripods - 41%;
Ceramic Tableware - 22.5%;
Cigarettes - A$16.44 per kilogram (today it is A$0.47008 per 
cigarette (approx. A$587.60 per kilogram);
Computers – 6% except for CRT Display – 24%;
Cutlery (metal) - 30%;
Doonas stu�ed with feathers or down - 43%, 
Doonas stu�ed with wool - 32%;
Doonas, other – 26%;  
Exercise Books - 43%;
Furniture - 32%;
Jewellery - 34%;
Men’s Trousers - 43% or if higher 30% + A$0.64 each;
Mobile Phones (if they existed) – 28%;
Passenger Motor Vehicles - 34%;
Razors (Electric) - 25%;
Rum - A$1.44 per litre plus + A$4.71 per litre of alcohol (today the 
duty rate is 5% + $79.77 per litre of alcohol);    
Televisions – 5% on the picture tube and 34% on the balance; 
Tooth Brushes - 26%;
Vinyl Flooring and Wood Flooring - 34%;
Women’s Blouses - 49% or if higher 34% + A$0.60 each; 
Wood Screws (steel) - 30%;
Wrist Watches - 32% on the watch case and 34% on the remainder.

Does anyone remember separate articles directions? If you were 
importing certain machinery you had to separate out the values of the 
electric motors, switches and transmission belts from the machine and 
pay the higher duty rates applicable to these items. 

�ankfully, times have changed!

OTHER ISSUES

KAFTA and JAEPA

As you may or may not be aware, the Japan Australia Economic 
Partnership Agreement ( JAEPA) and Korea Australian Free Trade 
Agreements (KAFTA) have commenced.

KAFTA commenced on 12 December 2014 and JAEPA commenced 
on 15 January 2015. Under these agreements, most (but not all) goods 
that are made in Korea and shipped from Korea or made in Japan and 
shipped from Japan to Australia can be imported Duty free, provided 
the goods meet the requirements of the Rules of Origin.

If you wish to take advantage of the KAFTA and the JAEPA please 
contact us before you import any goods so that we can advise you on 
all the requirements.  

ILLEGAL LOGGING

�e new Illegal Logging Requirements have been in play since 30 
November 2014 and we hope that by now you have either undertaken 
or are in the process of undertaking your Due Diligence requirements 
so as to comply with this new legislation.

BROWN MARMORATED STINK BUG

Earlier this month many clients would have received an email setting 
out the emergency quarantine requirements from FCL and Breakbulk 
shipments of machines and parts from the USA concerning an 
outbreak of the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug. We have been advised 
that the emergency measures continue for all imports arriving up to 30 
April 2015.  

Until next time,
Matt McAuli«e
JJL Legal Eagle

Fundraising
Friday

The Dutton ABF BillAQIS Annual Packing 
Declaration
A Packing Declaration is required by Quarantine for 
each sea shipment FCL or LCL,either on a shipment by 
shipment basis or annually. The Annual Packing 
Declaration eliminates the need for an importer to 
provide a packing declaration for each shipment.

Annual Packing Declarations must:
• Contain all statements required by the
 Non-Commodity Information Requirements Policy

• Be issues by the packer or supplier of the goods; and
• Be indorsed with a DAFF seal/stamp and signed and 
 dated by a DAFF Officer.

Validity Requirements
Annual Packing Declarations are valid for 12 months 
from the date of issue (not the date of endorsement) 
and must be valid at the time the import declaration is 
assessed by the DAFF Officer or assessed and lodged 
by the Broker.

Consignment Link
With the exception of the Annual Packing declaration, 
all Packing declarations must have a unique identifier – 
such as the Bill of Lading number, container number or
commercial invoice number.

Container Cleanliness Declarations
Container Cleanliness Declarations are required for all 
FCL/X Containers and are usually Incorporated as part 
of the Packing Declaration.

For more information or assistance with your 
Annual Packing Declaration, please contact our 
office on 02 9669 3011.
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Over the past 18 months, JJL has been celebrating Friday with a fundraising 
initiative that has so far raised over $2000 for our nominated charity, the 
Australian Indigenous Education Foundation.
Our staff initially presented the idea of wearing casual clothes on Fridays and 
making a gold coin (at least) donation to charity. Our whole company embraced 
the initiative and we worked together on choosing a charity to support. 
The Australian Indigenous Education Foundation (AIEF) is a private sector-led, 
non-profit organisation focused on empowering Indigenous children in financial 
need to build a brighter future for themselves and for the nation.
AIEF provides scholarships which enable Indigenous students to attend some of 
Australia’s leading schools and universities, as well as mentoring and career 
support to ensure students make a successful transition from school to further 
studies or employment, productive careers and fulfilling lives.
A product of a strong partnership between the Australian Government and the 
private sector, AIEF is building a $140 million fund to open the doors to leading 
schools and universities for 7,000 young Indigenous Australians. To learn more, 
please visit www.aief.com.au.
JJL is proud to be supporting AIEF and enjoying our Friday fashions – however, 
the socks and Crocs incident must never be mentioned nor repeated again!!

We don’t mention footy much here
but we do need to mention the North Sydney 
Bears who returned to the winners circle with a 
hard fought win over the Penrith Panthers at a 
sunny North Sydney Oval on Saturday 16th May.
The win was all the more special as the Panthers 
are currently at the top of the ladder.

Congratulations to the team and new
coach Ben Gardiner! We know how hard
you are working and more good results
are just around the corner.
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Meet the Bears!

Jim Lawson - the original JJ Lawson
MD - AKA Pa Bear 

Has been at JJL...
1st April 1975.
The best thing about my job is...
starting & finishing early. 
My biggest work achievement to date is...
retaining my job.
My ideal weekend would be...
just relaxing.
The most amazing thing I ever saw...
the Bears defeating the Broncos by 40 to 6 at 
North Sydney Oval.
To me, sport is all about...
learning how to come second.
I really admire...
Nelson Mandella.

When I’m driving, I’m listening to...
my wife.
Don’t talk to me about...
Manly.
In ten years time, I’ll be...
who knows…
All I want for Christmas is...
being with the family.
What I like most about  working  for JJL is...
being part of a truly family-oriented Company.

CUSTOMS • FREIGHT • TRANSPORT

MEET THE BEARS!
Introducing : Cindy Xu
Role: Finance person
AKA : Xin Xu
Has been at JJL since.. 
May 2002
The best thing about my job is…
Having the opportunity to learn new things 
and meet new challenges every day
My biggest work achievement to date is…
The development of a responsible and 
dependable finance team with consistency 
and initiatives to proudly support our business 
My ideal weekend would be…
Sitting in my backyard, enjoying the warm, 
beautiful sunshine
The most amazing thing I ever saw…
The spectacular Fairy Penguin parade at Phillip 
Island
To me, sport is all about…  
Collaboration and spiritual contest.
I really admire…
Helen Keller - her improbable journey from a 
child unable to communicate due to her 
multiple disabilities, to her exalted place on the 
world stage as the famous global citizen she 
would become, is one of the greatest stories of 
the 20th century. I am so inspired by her… "I 
will not just live my life. I will not just spend my 
life. I will invest my life." 
When I’m driving, I’m listening to…
ABC News on my way to work in the morning, 
classic or pop music while returning to home in 
the afternoon
Don’t talk to me about…
I love talking about anything!
In ten years’ time, I’ll be… 
 I certainly would not mind having pushed my 
boundaries further!  One thing I know for sure is 
that I will still love my work as passionately as I 
do now, and I will be still happy with the way I 
have been living my life here.
All I want for Christmas is…
A reunion with all of my family.
What I like most about working for JJL is 
The harmony, the warm working environment, 
the professionalism and mutual respect 
amongst the team.

This and previous Bare Facts Issues 
are also available for download from
www.jjlawson.com.au

Look inside for

Lots more
to see
inside!

Overseas passenger
terminal upgrade

�e year was 1975…
• Australia won the Ashes in 1-0 in England but lost the �nal of the �rst 
One Day Cricket World Cup (then the Prudential Cup) to the West Indies by 17 
runs (5 run outs). 
• �is was also the year of the dismissal (no not Warne’s ball of the century): 
Whitlam v Fraser. Both men have now recently passed on and I think in their own 
ways have made Australia a better place.
• I started work for the Bureau of Customs, which was part of the then 
Department of Business and Consumer A�airs.
• Oh and some young upstart by the name of Jim Lawson started a 
company.

Going back to 1975, how times have changed in Importing and the Customs 
Broking industries. 

�at year, the Customs Department had three name changes. �ey started 1975 as 
the Department of Customs and Excise and then, in March 1975, they became the 
Department of Police and Customs.  In December 1975, Customs was seemingly 
demoted in status as it lost its role as a Government Department and became the 
Bureau of Customs being part of the then new Department of Business and 
Consumer A�airs.

Customs Brokers prepared paper Customs Entries which had to be hand delivered 
to Customs for lodgement where each Customs Entry was manually stamped as 
received and given a number. 

Customs at that time employed a small army of personnel who would then 
manually input all the information from the paper Customs Entry into their 
COMPILE Computer System to create an electronic record of the Customs 
Entry. 

COMPILE was one of the �rst computerised Customs Entry systems in the 
world.

Each Customs Entry, with its associated import documents, had to be checked by 
a Customs O�cer for accuracy and determine whether further information was 
required or if the shipment could be released.

Customs employed another group of people to make micro�lm records of each 
Customs Entry and its associated documents.

When the Customs Entry was found to be correct, Customs would stamp ‘May Be 
Delivered’ on a copy of the Customs Entry or AirwayBill (for airfreight). �e 
Customs Entries would then await payment at the Cashiers section where the 
Customs Brokerage would send a person down to the Customs House to present 
their cheques to pay the duties and taxes for each entry and receive the ‘May Be 
Delivered’ item.

To pick up the shipment from the wharf, airport or depot, the ‘May be Delivered’ 

�e year was 1975…
• Australia won the Ashes in 
1-0 in England but lost the 
�nal of the �rst One Day 
Cricket World Cup (then the 
Prudential Cup) to the West 
Indies by 17 runs (5 run outs). 
• �is was also the year of the 
dismissal (no not Warne’s 

ball of the century): Whitlam 
v Fraser. Both men have now 

recently passed on and I think in their own ways 
have made Australia a better place.
• I started work for the Bureau of Customs, which 
was part of the then Department of Business and 
Consumer A�airs.
• Oh and some young upstart by the name of Jim 
Lawson started a company.

Going back to 1975, how times have changed in 
Importing and the Customs Broking industries. 

�at year, the Customs Department had three name 
changes. �ey started 1975 as the Department of 
Customs and Excise and then, in March 1975, they 
became the Department of Police and Customs.  In 
December 1975, Customs was seemingly demoted in 
status as it lost its role as a Government Department 
and became the Bureau of Customs being part of the 
then new Department of Business and Consumer 
A�airs.

Customs Brokers prepared paper Customs Entries 
which had to be hand delivered to Customs for 
lodgement where each Customs Entry was manually 
stamped as received and given a number. 

Customs at that time employed a small army of 
personnel who would then manually input all the 
information from the paper Customs Entry into their 
COMPILE Computer System to create an electronic 
record of the Customs Entry. 

Welcome to another issue of Bare Facts. �ere have 
been many important changes that have impacted 
our industry since I last wrote to you. If you are 
unsure how any of the following a�ect you or your 
business, please contact us on 02 9669 3011 and we 
will help you with any issues. 

1. Budget Announcements
Department of Immigration and Border Protection

On 1 July 2015, the Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service will become part of a new 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection 
and within this new Department will be formed the 
Australian Border Force.

�e Australian Border Force is meant to bring 
together in one organisation all existing immigration 
and customs operational border functions. 

�is will occur as a two stage process. A new section 
called 'Border Force' has been created with the 
current Australian Customs and Border Protection 
Service. �en on 1 July 2015, the Australian Customs 
and Border Protection Service will cease to exist with 
its functions transferred to a newly created 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection.

�e Border Force will then be incorporated into the 
new Australian Border Force within the new 
Department. �e ABF will comprise sta� currently at 
the airports and sea ports and will also include sta� 
currently in investigations, compliance and 
enforcement in relation to illicit goods and illegal 
visitors, including immigration detention facilities 
and removal activities. 

Continued on page 2

Matt’s top tip

Department 
of Agriculture 
fee changes
The Department of Agriculture (the department) is 
undertaking a review of five biosecurity cost 
recovered arrangements which resulted in some fee 
adjustments that commenced 1 July 2014. The 
short term review was necessary to return the 
department's cost recovery arrangements to a 
sustainable footing and to ensure continued 
compliance with the government's cost recovery 
guidelines. 

Arrangements reviewed include:
• Import clearance (air and sea cargo, including
 permits)

• Seaports (sea vessels at ports)
• Horse Imports
• Post Entry Quarantine Animal Imports (non-horse)
• Live Animal Exports

For more information, please call 02 9669 3011 
or email marty@jjlawson.com.au

April Showers 
Stop Ships
In what is a rare event, all New South Wales 
commercial ports, including Newcastle, Sydney,
Port Botany and Port Kembla, were either closed
or had operations suspended during April due to
the effects of an intense east coast low.

It was the first time Harbour Master Phil Holliday 
closed Sydney and Port Botany during his four
years in the position.

In heavy conditions, pilot services can be 
suspended which prevents commercial ships 
entering or leaving port.

The near-cyclonic winds last month drove swells
of up to 13 metres off the coast and nine metres 
through the heads of Sydney Harbour prompting
the closure of the ports for the safety of pilots, 
passengers and crew.

The cruise ship Carnival Spirit and her 2000 
passengers had to wait out at sea for nearly 24 
hours before a pilot could safely board the ship, 
seven kilometres outside of the heads, to bring
her into port.

Peter Dutton, Minister for Immigration and Border Protection 
announced that the establishment of the Australian Border 
Force (ABF) is closer than ever with the passage of the 
Australian Border Force Bill 2015 and the Customs and Other 
Legislation Amendment (Australian Border Force) Bill 2015 
through the Senate on May 14th.

These Bills enable the establishment of the ABF as the 
operational arm of the Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection.

Dutton said that the ABF will keep Australia’s borders secure 
for legitimate trade, travel and migration and will work closely 
with Commonwealth, state and territory and international law 
enforcement partners.

"The ABF will be the nation’s first line of defence against 
individuals and networks seeking to undermine our border 

controls or threaten our community," Mr Dutton said.

"The Government is already getting on 
with the job of ensuring stronger borders 
and the passage of the Bill will further 
strengthen the Government’s ability to 
protect Australia’s border. 

"Some of the functions the ABF will perform predate 
Australia’s federation in 1901, however it will be a truly 

21st century organisation.

"ABF officers will be supported by the latest technology, and 
their training will ensure the workforce is capable, responsive 
and agile."

The Australian Border Force, under the leadership of the
first ABF Commissioner, is due to commence operation
on 1 July 2015.

The Government will announce the first Commissioner in
due course.

The Dutton ABF Bill
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