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Bringing you the bear essentials

Published by J.J. Lawson - Customs and Freight Brokers

In this edition, I would like to 

update some issues raised in 

my previous Top Tips.

QUARANTINE 

AQIS Annual Packing 

Declaration - AQIS now 

accept Annual ISPM 15 

Packing Declarations.  

Importers who use ISPM15 

treated packing materials 

and hold an AQIS approved 

Annual Packing Declaration 

no longer need a Packing 

Declaration for each shipment. If you 

are interested in using Annual Packing Declarations, 

please contact us on 02 9669 3011 for details.  

 

Approved Fumigation Providers 

AQIS have extended the list of countries from which they 

will accept fumigation certificates issued by approved 

treatment providers – these countries are India, Indone-

sia, Italy, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

In addition, the only acceptable treatment certificates 

from China (excluding Hong Kong) are those issued by 

the Entry–Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau of the 

People’s Republic of China (CIQ SA). 

For all other countries, all fumigators are acceptable 

unless nominated as unacceptable by AQIS. 

All information on acceptable and unacceptable 

treatment providers can be found at  

www.daffa.gov.au/aqis/import/general-info/pre-border/a

fas/providers.

THAI–AUSTRALIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

(TAFTA) 

The ACS has again stressed that the only body in 

Thailand approved to issue Certificates of Origin for 

TAFTA purposes is the Thailand Department of Foreign 

Trade, Ministry of Commerce. If your supplier is only 

offering you a Certificate of Origin issued by a Thai 

Chamber of Commerce, this is unacceptable for TAFTA 

purposes.  Also, we have recently received advice from the 

ACS that an otherwise valid TAFTA Certificate of 

Origin cannot be used if the tariff classification 

nominated on the TAFTA Certificate of Origin is 

different to the Australian tariff classification of the 

goods. Please ensure that your suppliers include the 

correct Australian tariff classification in the TAFTA 

Certificates of Origin they apply for so that we can claim 

the benefits of TAFTA for your imports. 

CUSTOMS VALUATION OF GOODS 

In the last issue of Bare Facts, I discussed methods by 

which importers can legally reduce the Customs Value of 

the goods they import. Importers must also be aware of 

any additional costs that need to be included in the 

Customs Value of goods.  As part of their audit process, 

the ACS obtains reports on the monetary amounts 

importers are remitting to their overseas suppliers and 

match these to the values declared on Customs Entries. 

Any discrepancies are then followed up with the importer.  

If the payments you are making to your suppliers are not 

reflected in the invoices you provide to us for Customs 

clearance, please inform us and we will advise as to 

whether the payment needs to be declared on your 

Customs Entries.             

Matt’s top tip

Matt McAuliffe, Consultant - Indirect Taxation

Head Office:
2 - 6 Duguid Street Mascot NSW 2020
P.O. Box 489 Mascot NSW 1460
Phone: +61 (02) 9669 3011
Fax: +61 (02) 9693 5872
Email: bears@jjlawson.com.au
www.jjlawson.com.au

Regional Office: Central Coast
Unit 2/13 Bon-Mace Close Berkeley Vale NSW 2261
Phone: +61 (02) 4388 5951
Fax: +61 (02) 4388 5952
Email: bears@jjlawson.com.au

Transport Depot:
49 - 51 Riverside Road Chipping Norton NSW 2170
Phone: +61 (02) 9755 5855
Fax: +61 (02) 9755 3711
Email: bears@jjltransport.com.au

Santa Claus is on his way!Santa Claus is on his way!

Welcome to the final edition 
of Bare Facts for 2007.
On behalf of everyone at
JJ Lawson, I wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous New 
Year!

The staff at JJ Lawson 
thank you for your ongoing 
support and we look 
forward to continuing our 
relationship with you 
throughout 2008 and 
beyond.

Festive regards,
Jim Lawson
Managing Director
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About this time of year, inquisitive children of a certain age begin to question whether Santa is real. After 
all, Santa has a major delivery problem. There are over 2 billion children in the world expecting Christmas 
presents. Assuming an average of 2.5 children per household, then, Santa has to visit about 800 million 
homes scattered about the globe.

The distance Santa has to travel can be estimated from the following. First, while the surface area of 
Earth is about 1014 square meters, only about 30 percent of that is land mass. Secondly, assume that 
the 800 million homes are equally distributed on this land mass. After some clever maths, Samta must 
travel 160 million kilometres on Christmas Eve to deliver all the children’s gifts - farther than the distance 
from here to the sun.

Luckily, thanks to the rotation of the earth, Santa has more time than children might initially think. Stand-
ing on the International Date Line, moving from east to west and crossing different time zones, Santa has 
not just 10 hours to deliver his presents (from 8 p.m., when children go to bed, until 6 a.m., when they 
wake up), but an extra 24 hours— 34 hours in all.

Even so, Santa’s task is daunting.

Now, some have guessed that Santa accomplishes his task by travelling at a speed close to that of 
light—let’s say, 99.999999 percent of the speed of light. By travelling that fast, in fact, Santa can deliver 
all his presents in just 500 seconds or so, with plenty of time left over (the remainder of the 34 hours) to 
polish off the cookies the children have left him on their kitchen tables.

Unless he gets stopped by AQIS…

Merry Christmas, everyone!
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ePermits

The Swiss capital, Bern, takes its name 
from the German word for bear, Bär. The 
city of Berlin takes its name from the word 
Bärlein, meaning ‘small bear’.

The bear features in several coats of arms 
around the world including both Bern and 
Berlin, Rawa in Poland, Dietingen in 
Germany and Portein and Zweisimmen in 
Switzerland.

Greenland and the English county of 
Warwickshire also depict a bear on their 
coats of arms.

A slow boat from China

The AQIS Import Clearance Effectiveness (ICE) program has highlighted a need to ensure that overseas 
suppliers are more aware of Australian Quarantine requirements.

Over the last two years, AQIS has inspected over 13,000 containers and almost 23,000 commodities to verify 
compliance with packaging, container cleanliness and treatment declarations made in accompanying 
paperwork. ICE inspections are random and in addition to regular surveillance inspections. 

8.3% of the containers inspected under the ICE program had some internal packaging or contamination 
concern which should have been referred to AQIS. The most common problems related to bark 
contamination on wood packaging, accounting for 40% of violations. Only 1.2% of all commodities 
inspected had a quarantine concern that had not been referred to AQIS.

When non-conformities are detected by AQIS, an electronic profile may be created for the overseas supplier 
of the non-compliant consignment, which automatically targets the next five consignments for AQIS 
inspection. All relevant parties, including the broker and importer, are advised of exactly what the problem 
with a consignment was so that they are able to help their suppliers take remedial action. Once a targeted 
supplier achieves five clear consignments in a row, the profile is removed but they will continue to be subject 
to the system of random inspections AQIS applies to all importers.

Accurate documentation alleviates the additional time and cost involved with AQIS inspections and is vital to 
the cargo clearance process.

AQIS intends for the ICE program to improve overseas supplier compliance and minimise the impact of 
inaccurate documentation on Australian importers and brokers.  

Raising awareness of AQIS
requirements

Changes to AQIS Kiln Drying
Requirements for Timber TreatmentAQIS will soon announce changes to certification requirements 

for timber which is treated by kiln drying. The changes, expected 
early to come into effect in early 2008, aim to simplify processes 
for importers involved in this sector of the market.

The new kiln drying certification requirements will remove the 
existing requirements for treatment duration, timber thickness 
and wet bulb depression temperature allowance. 

Instead, kiln drying treatments must satisfy just three key 
requirements: 
• that a core temperature of at least 74°C was reached before 
commencing treatment, 
• a minimum of 60 minutes treatment time after core temperature 
reached
• and a final average timber moisture content of 12% or less is 
achieved. 

All kiln drying treatment certificates and related Phytosanitary 
certificates will need to include references to these three 
requirements. 

For further information on the changes to kiln drying treatment, 
please contact us on 02 9669 3011. 

National Marine Unit –
the off-shore guard

AQIS recently launched the ePermits system, making 
it faster and more convenient for AQIS clients to 
manage their Import Permit requirements. ePermits 
allows cients to lodge their Import Permit 
applications online, similar in many ways to the 
eLodgement facility but with enhanced features that 
streamline many processes, for example, ePermits 
can issue electronic Import Permits (for eligible 
Import Permit applications).

According to AQIS, the main benefits of ePermits for 
clients include the receipt of approved Import 
Permits via email, real-time online payment for 
applications, automatic notification prior to 
expiration of Import Permits and that registered 
clients can check the status of their application 
online.

Clients will also benefit from the reduced fees for 
ePermits lodgement of Import Permit applications, 
however these fees are subject to change as part of 
regular AQIS charging reviews. 

Electronic Import Permits are available through 
ePermits for the large majority of plant-based 
products. Import Permits for biological materials, live 
animals and reproductive materials are not eligible 
for electronic lodgement using ePermits at present. 
Applications for these commodities can only be 
made via eLodgement or manual submission. 

ePermits is available at 
https://www.aqis.gov.au/epermits.

The Australian Customs Service operates a fleet of eight seagoing 
Bay-class patrol vessels around Australia, chartering additional vessels 
when required.

The vessels operate 365 days a year with a fleet target of 2400 sea 
days annually. This capacity is divided between strategic patrols, 
tactical response work and support for various agencies within and 
beyond Australia's 200 nautical mile Economic Exclusion Zone (EEZ).
 
Australian Customs Vessels (ACVs) are 38 metres overall with a 
cruising speed of 20 knots for 1000 nautical miles. They can 
accommodate up to 16 people for extended periods.

ACVs investigate possible or confirmed incursions into Australian 
maritime territory and visit remote or otherwise inaccessible areas 
within Australia's offshore territories.
 
Customs vessels are deployed in response to a diverse range of 
taskings initiated by Customs and other Federal agencies. ACVs 
operate in conjunction with Customs Coastwatch and are often 
deployed in the joint operations involving Coastwatch aircraft and
naval patrol boats. 

The work of the ACVs includes intercepting foreign fishing vessels 
within Australia's jurisdiction, intercepting vessels suspected of 
carrying illegal immigrants, drugs and other prohibited imports of 
restricted goods, search and rescue, investigating marine pollution
and assisting with the management of offshore parks and reserves.

Deployment of vessels to enforce border laws in Australia's offshore 
region is governed by a range of risk factors. These include 
demographics, international marine activity and the past history of 
illegal activities. 

When plans become 
actions
A recent joint agency operation has stopped and inspected 26 
merchant vessels, small craft and fishing boats  off the NSW north 
coast for compliance with State and Federal laws. 

Operation ‘Sirius’ targeted all vessels in the Australian Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) within 200 nautical miles of the coast between 
Ballina and Tweed Heads, looking for any illegal activities in Australian 
waters.

Under the Customs Act 1901, officers have the power to board a range 
of vessels, whether Australian registered or foreign registered.

Police and Customs teams made three arrests for illegal firearms and 
the possession of prohibited drugs (cannabis). Numerous fishing 
breaches were detected and will be investigated by fisheries 
authorities.

Operation 'Sirius' was coordinated by NSW Police Marine Area 
Command and supported by Customs, NSW Police Tweed Local Area 
Command, Australian Fisheries Management Authority, NSW 
Department of Primary Industries, Australian Federal Police, NSW 
Maritime Authority, QLD Water Police and QLD Fisheries.  
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ACS that an otherwise valid TAFTA Certificate of 

Origin cannot be used if the tariff classification 

nominated on the TAFTA Certificate of Origin is 
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goods. Please ensure that your suppliers include the 

correct Australian tariff classification in the TAFTA 
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In the last issue of Bare Facts, I discussed methods by 
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any additional costs that need to be included in the 
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the ACS obtains reports on the monetary amounts 

importers are remitting to their overseas suppliers and 
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