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JJL on top at Australian Trucking Association Awards Night

On 23 April, JJL Transport General Manager Greg Lawson proudly accepted 
the John Kelly Memorial Award at the Australian Trucking Industry Awards.

The ATA Awards, this year hosted by Chairman Greg Crouch, are presented 
to businesses who have gone above and beyond to continuously improve 
their workplace safety and contribute to the trucking industry.

According to Crouch, JJL received this prestigious award in recognition of 
“the outstanding work of JJL Transport as a TruckSafe accredited operator 
that has implemented and promoted the program in an exceptional 
fashion.”

“JJL has demonstrated exceptional dedication to the Australian trucking 
industry through their hard work and commitment,” said Crouch.

Greg Lawson responded, “We were really pleased and excited to be 
nominated and recognised as a finalist for the John Kelly Memorial Award. 
To be named as the recipient for 2018 is a real honour for us.”

“In 2002, I discovered the TruckSafe Scheme and decided to align our own 
practices with theirs. This is now our 16th year of TruckSafe accreditation.

“For us, it’s about the welfare of our staff and other road users. It’s about 
being confident that we have systems in place to ensure we are doing our 
best and to identify areas where we can do better.”

 

“The management at JJL thanks all our staff for making us eligible for 
nomination and to TruckSafe and AEI Transport for presenting us with this 
award.”

 

Read more about the ATA Awards at http://www.truck.net.au/media/me-
dia-releases/national-trucking-industry-awards-recognise-industrys-finest

Meet the Bears!

Michael Louca AKA Zorba
Booking & Container Control Clerk 
How long have you worked at JJL?
Since the 11th of May 2011.
What is the most interesting thing about your job?
The different challenges that the transport industry 
has to offer.
What is your greatest achievement?
Being a father to my three children. It has taught 
me unconditional love and reminds me of what is 
important. 
What is your most treasured possession?
My family. The joy and fulfilment I get when I see 
them is priceless. As long as we have each other, 
we have everything.

Who is your personal hero?
My father. He came to a foreign country with nothing 
and worked to create a better life for his family. He 
taught me the value of hard work and to always be 
kind but, most importantly, he taught me how to 
roast a lamb on the spit.

What is your favourite sing-along-to song?
Jagged Edge Let’s get Married and P Diddy I Need a 
Girl Part 2 or anything Greek!
I really admire...
my wife for putting up with her husband. You would 
agree! 
What travel experience is number one on your bucket list? 
Alaska or Antarctica .
What is your idea of absolute happiness?  
In the back yard watching the kids play, with a lamb 
on the spit and a good scotch.
What do you do in your downtime? 
Downtime? What’s downtime?! I wish I had 
downtime!
Where do you see yourself in ten years’ time? 
Well, I will be 41 by then. I’ll be taking the kids to 
school and working at JJL. Only time will tell.

CUSTOMS • FREIGHT • TRANSPORT

This and previous Bare Facts Issues 
are also available for download from
www.jjlawson.com.au

Welcome to another edition
of Bare Facts! And I’ve got 
lots of big news for importers 
and exporters. If you have any 
questions about any of the 
following information, please 
contact our o�ce and we’ll be 
happy to help you.
Let’s get started!

Changes to Ozone Depleting Substances

Since 1 January 2018, Australia has been phasing 
down the import of hydro�uorocarbons (HFCs) by 
way of a quota system. To import bulk HFCs after 31 
December 2017, importers must now hold a 
Controlled Substances Licence for the import of 
synthetic greenhouse gases and a HFC import quota, 
both issued by the Department of the Environment 
and Energy. �e HFC phase-down only applies to 
bulk imports of HFCs (such as ISO tanks, cylinders 
and canisters) and includes the HFC portion of any 
blend. �e HFC phase-down does not apply to 
HFCs imported in pre-charged equipment, such as 
air-conditioners or refrigerators.

From 1 January 2018, nitrogen tri�uoride (NF3) and 
per�uorocarbon 9-1-18 (PFC-9-1-18) are now listed 
as Ozone Depleting Substances and become both 
Prohibited Imports and Prohibited Exports unless a 
licence to import or export is held.

Product Emissions Standards Act 2017

�e aim of this Act is to address the adverse e�ects of 
air pollution from certain products. On 11 January 
2018, the Product Emissions Standards Rules 2017 
commenced and from 1 July 2018 the importation of 
emissions-controlled products will be PROHIBIT-
ED unless they are Certi�ed as being compliant with 
Australian Emissions Standards or an exemption has 
been granted.

ChAFTA

While the government has advised that the China- 
Australia Free Trade Agreement has been �nalised, 
there are still a few hurdles to be jumped. Firstly 
before ChAFTA can commence both Australia and 
China have to pass their domestic legislation imple-
menting the agreement. 

Once this occurs, ChAFTA will not commence until 
at least 30 days after both parties have noti�ed each 
other of that legislation being passed. 

At the moment, in Australia, the Joint Standing 
Committee on Treaties is conducting a public inquiry 
into ChAFTA and is due to report on 19 October 
2015. However the Senate has decided to hold its 
own separate inquiry which is due to report within 
one month of the JSCOT Report being issued. 

So, at this time, we do not have a date for the com-
mencement of ChAFTA. We will keep you informed 
on its progress.

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Matt’s top tip

JJL on top at Australian Trucking 
Association Awards Night
On 23 April, JJL Transport General Manager Greg Lawson 
proudly accepted the John Kelly Memorial Award at the 
Australian Trucking Industry Awards.

The ATA Awards, this year hosted by Chairman Greg Crouch, 
are presented to businesses who have gone above and beyond 
to continuously improve their workplace safety and contribute 
to the trucking industry.

According to Crouch, JJL received this prestigious award in 
recognition of “the outstanding work of JJL Transport as a 
TruckSafe accredited operator that has implemented and 
promoted the program in an exceptional fashion.”

“JJL has demonstrated exceptional dedication to the Australian 
trucking industry through their hard work and commitment,” 
said Crouch.

Greg Lawson responded, “We were really pleased and excited 
to be nominated and recognised as a finalist for the John Kelly 
Memorial Award. To be named as the recipient for 2018 is a 
real honour for us.”

“In 2002, I discovered the TruckSafe Scheme and decided to 
align our own practices with theirs. This is now our 16th year of 
TruckSafe accreditation.”

“For us, it’s about the welfare of our staff and other road users. 
It’s about being confident that we have systems in place to 
ensure we are doing our best and to identify areas where we 
can do better.”

“The management at JJL thanks all our staff for making us 
eligible for nomination and to TruckSafe and AEI Transport for 
presenting us with this award.”

Read more about the ATA Awards at http://www.truck.net.au/
media/media-releases/national-trucking-industry-
awards-recognise-industrys-finest

JJL a Finalist at the Australian 
Trucking Industry Awards
The Australian Trucking Industry Awards are designed to 
recognise businesses and individuals who have gone above and 
beyond to improve their workplace and contribute to the 
trucking industry.

JJL is proud to be a finalist for this year’s TruckSafe John Kelly 
Memorial Award at the event to be held in Canberra on Friday 
20 April 2018. In the words of the ATA, “JJ Lawson Transport 
has developed a reputation for dedicated personal service in the 
customs clearance, freight and transport industry. A member of 
TruckSafe since 2002, JJ Lawson staff are highly trained in all 
aspects of the business.”

JJL Transport Manager Greg Lawson, and his lovely wife Nicky, 
will represent JJL at the Awards night, hosted by Geoff Crouch, 
ATA Chair.

“The finalists for these awards have demonstrated exceptional 
dedication to the Australian trucking industry through their hard 
work and commitment,” said Crouch. “These awards are a 
highlight of not only the Trucking Australia conference,
but the whole year and I look forward to the
announcement of the winners.”

So do we!
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       ***IMPORTANT UPDATE***

Quarantine Permits

Imported goods which require an Import Permit under the Biosecurity Act 2015 
are known as ‘Conditionally Non-Prohibited Goods’. 

The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (DAWR) has advised via 
Import Notice 33-2018 that as from 9 April 2018 where any ‘Conditionally 
Non-Prohibited Goods’ are imported without the required Permit (including 
where a Permit Application has been lodged but not approved), the goods will 
be directed for either re-export or destruction (at the importers cost). DAWR 
advises it will no longer facilitate the clearance of such goods.    

As such, all importers should review whether the goods they import need an 
Import Permit and, where it is required, ensure they have the appropriate 
permit in place at time of importation.   

Australian Certi�cation or Certi�cation from the United States 
Environment Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board, 
Canada or a member state of the European Union will be accepted.

Currently these new rules apply to ‘outdoor power equipment and 
marine engines’ such as 
• spark ignition engines with a maximum power of 19 kilowatts. �ese

can be used in household and commercial operations, and include
lawn mowers, ride-on mowers, mulchers, leaf blowers, generators,
pumps, chain saws, and other small handheld or pushed/pulled
equipment.

• spark ignition engines used in marine vessels including: outboard
engines, personal watercraft and stern-drive engines.

Importers are required to keep records of the type and quantities of 
emission controlled products they import and the certi�cation of the 
products (Australian or foreign).

Levies will be applied to imported products as well as domestic 
manufacture. Fees will be levied on an annual basis based on your 
import data. While the Levy has not been �nalised it is predicted to be 
about 0.45% of the total Customs Value of the importers imports of 
emissions-controlled products in a year, commencing 1 July each year. 
If the total levy liability is below the low levy threshold, no levy will 
apply. �e low levy threshold is anticipated to be A$140.00.

Fees will also apply where certi�cation is undertaken in Australia and 
also for Exemption applications. Overseas Certi�ed Goods will not 
require Australian Certi�cation however importers are required to keep 
a record of the Overseas Certi�cation Number which you will require 
before you import the goods. It may be a requirement that this number 
has to be quoted on your Customs Entry.

�e scheme is administered by the Department of Environment and 
Energy.

Examples of the types of products can be found on our website or at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/publications/-
types-of-products-covered-by-new-emissions-standards

Amendments to the Tari� Concessions System

�e Customs Act has been amended to make it more di�cult to obtain 
a new Tari� Concession Order (TCO) and easier for local manufactur-
ers to object to the granting of a new TCO. �e main changes are:
(a) �e removal of minimum 25% Australian content. Now, local

 manufacturers can object if, in Australia, they undertake at least one
substantial process of manufacture in the production of

 substitutable goods.
(b) �e Australian manufacturer must have made substitutable goods

 that are made-to-order capital equipment, requiring the same
 labour skills, technology and design expertise as the subject of a
 TCO, in the last �ve years (previously, it was two years).  

Asbestos

A reminder that the Australian Border Force (ABF) is focusing heavily 
on the importation of products potentially containing Asbestos, which 
are prohibited imports. 

In Australia, no tolerance is permitted for asbestos in imported 
products. �is is not necessarily the case in some countries, such as 
China and the USA, where low levels of asbestos may be permitted 
(depending on the product).

�e exceptions are,
• Fresh produce (including nursery stock and live plants) of Customs
 Tari� Chapter 6 only;

• Live animals of Customs Tari� Chapters 1 and 3 only; 
• Food for human consumption (including beverages) of Customs
  Tari�  Chapters 2 to 4, 7 to 14, 15 to 22 and Customs Tari�
 Headings 0504 and 0505 only; 

• Seeds for sowing of Customs Tari� Heading 1209;
• Pharmaceutical products of Customs Tari� Chapter 30 only;
• Italian made goods exported from Italy outside 1 September 2017 to
 30 April 2018 - evidence in the form of a manufacturer’s statement
 will be required to con�rm that the goods left Italy outside this
 period. 

Treatment Options include Methyl Bromide Fumigation (not 
available in Europe), Sulphuryl Fluoride (except where performed in 
Italy), Heat Treatment (50°C or more). For goods that are not suited 
for these treatment full unpack and inspection at a Quarantine Facility 
can be requested. All costs involved are to be borne by the importer. 
�ese measures apply to goods arriving up until 30 April 2018.

While it is not yet formally con�rmed, the BMSB season and these 
measures will presumably recommence on 1 September 2018. 

Please note that separate rules apply to shipments of certain types of 
goods from the USA where BMSB is also found. 

Until next time,
Matt McAuli�e, JJL Legal Eagle
 

�e Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
Over the past few issues of Bare Facts, we have indulged those of you 
who have an unusual fascination for the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
(BMSB).

Now, you may have heard recently that the hipsters of Surry Hills in 
Sydney are complaining about a recent infestation of stink bugs 
spraying all over their Vans shoes! However, these are not the BMSB 
and have been identi�ed as Lychee Stink Bugs.

If you think I am picking on the poor Surry Hills hipsters, I comment 
with authority having lived there for 34 years before recently moving 
away from the area and can assure you the stink bugs were residents 
long before the hipsters.  

More seriously though, Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs from Italy are 
now causing a major Biosecurity concern. Biosecurity advise that while 
they pose no risks to humans they are an exotic pest with a voracious 
appetite for fruit and vegetables.

Biosecurity has now implemented very stringent protocols for dealing 
with this pest.

Currently Biosecurity require nearly all goods made in Italy, regardless 
of the actual country of export, to undergo either pre-shipment 
treatment or post-importation treatment, when they are imported as 
containerised (FCL/FCX or LCL) sea freight. 

�e ABF identi�es products that may potentially contain asbestos by 
way of their tari� classi�cation and require brokers to answer an 
asbestos content question when lodging an Import Declaration 
(Customs Entry) on behalf of an importer.

Please refer to issue 30 of Bare Facts on our website for additional 
information on the importing requirements for goods potentially 
containing asbestos. 

It also needs to be remembered that if asbestos is detected in imported 
products, re-export will probably not be permitted as products 
containing asbestos are also prohibited exports.

Aluminium Composite Panels Containing Polyethlyene

In an e�ort to detect non-conforming building products (of the kind 
involved in a number of building �res), the ABS has included new 
Statistical Codes in Chapter 76 of the Customs Tari� under which 
these Aluminium Composite Panels Containing Polyethlyene must be 
entered. 

Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)

On 1 December 2017, major amendments to SAFTA came into force 
bringing the requirements of this FTA into line with our other Free 
Trade Agreements. To use SAFTA 3, basic requirements must be met:
(a) �e goods must be made in Singapore and be Singapore

 Originating Goods;
(b) �e method of shipment must comply with the Consignment

 Provisions (basically, the goods must be shipped directly from
 Singapore to Australia); and 

(c) At time of importation the importer must be in possession of an
 Origin Certi�cation Document (in the prescribed format) or copy
 thereof issued by the exporter, producer or importer.

Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement

�e Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement was signed on 12 February 
2018. Australia and Peru now need to implement their domestic 
legislation to give e�ect to this FTA. Looking at previous FTA 
implementation time lines, this usually takes about 12 months. 

Paci�c Agreement on Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus

�is Free Trade Agreement covers Australia, New Zealand, Cook 
Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, and 
Tuvalu and was concluded in April 2017.

Currently the implementation of this FTA is being considered by the 
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties of the Australian Parliament, 
who will be holding their next hearing on 26 March 2018. 

Trans-Paci�c Partnership (TPP)

As advised in the last Top Tip, the Trans-Paci�c Partnership Free 
Trade Agreement was not dead - it really was just sleeping!

Well, the TPP has woken from its slumber with a new name, the 
‘Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Paci�c 
Partnership’ (TPP-11), minus the USA. �e membership of the 
revised TPP is Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. 

�e text of this revised TPP-11 was released on 21 February 2018 and 
was signed by all parties on 8 March 2018 in Chile.

Apparently, all is not lost in regard to the USA being a member of the 
TPP-11 at some time in the future as US President Trump is report-
edly concerned about the loss of competitive access to the Japanese 
market for US farm product.

TPP-11 implementation is due 60 days after at least 50 per cent of the 
original signatories have completed the domestic implementation 
legislation. 
 

Packing Declarations
In a previous Top Tip, we advised that sea freight importers had to 
switch over to the new style Packing Declaration by 16 June 2017. 
Then, last November, Biosecurity amended the Packing Declaration 
again to allow for the use of Bamboo as an acceptable packing 
material (provided it has been appropriately treated). Bamboo had 
previously been an unacceptable packing material.

All consignment shipped after 1 July 2018 must be accompanied by 
the latest format Packing Declaration (released in November 2017).

For details of the new Packing Declaration format and treatment 
requirements for bamboo packing materials please contact our 
office.
 
Copies of the revised Packing Declarations can be found on the
JJ Lawson website at:
http://www.jjlawson.com.au/news-and-update/resources/

Transport News
JJL has once again passed its Trucksafe and NHVAS Maintenance, Mass & 
Fatigue Audits.

The Australian Trucking Association and the Australian Logistics Council have 
formed a joint venture entity to prepare a Registered Industry Code of Practice 
(Code) for compliance with the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL).

This ‘Master Code’ will address the management of speed, fatigue, mass, 
dimension and loading and vehicle standards under the HVNL, particularly as it 
relates to the new primary duty as part of chain of responsibility amendments 
due to commence in mid-2018. You can read more on the Chain of Responsi-
bility Legislation being introduced in mid-2018. here: https://www.nhvr.gov-
.au/safety-accreditation- compliance/chain-of- responsibility

This Registered Industry Code of Practice outlines guidance, procedures and 
best practice principles for parties in the chain of responsibility to implement 
safety standards. By adopting these codes, businesses can reduce their risk of 
non-compliance with the Heavy Vehicle National Law and improve safety.

JJL were chosen by the ATA & TruckSafe to be used for a test case audit 
under The Master Code. Our compliance with the Master Code was graded
at Gold Level.

Truck News
In other news, we are currently in the process of obtaining approval to operate 
an A-Double combination (two 40’ Trailers with a Dolly). To date we have 
received in principle approval from the RMS to operate and A-Double 
combination from DP World Port Botany to JJL Chipping Norton.

We have invested in two new approved-design Mack Granite prime movers 
and also are awaiting delivery of two new approved design Vawdrey Skel 
trailers. Once we have taken delivery of the equipment, we will be making our 
final submission for permission to can operate this combination and improve 
our efficiencies.
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       ***IMPORTANT UPDATE***

Quarantine Permits

Imported goods which require an Import Permit under the Biosecurity Act 2015 
are known as ‘Conditionally Non-Prohibited Goods’. 

The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (DAWR) has advised via 
Import Notice 33-2018 that as from 9 April 2018 where any ‘Conditionally 
Non-Prohibited Goods’ are imported without the required Permit (including 
where a Permit Application has been lodged but not approved), the goods will 
be directed for either re-export or destruction (at the importers cost). DAWR 
advises it will no longer facilitate the clearance of such goods.    

As such, all importers should review whether the goods they import need an 
Import Permit and, where it is required, ensure they have the appropriate 
permit in place at time of importation.   

Australian Certi�cation or Certi�cation from the United States 
Environment Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board, 
Canada or a member state of the European Union will be accepted.

Currently these new rules apply to ‘outdoor power equipment and 
marine engines’ such as 
• spark ignition engines with a maximum power of 19 kilowatts. �ese

can be used in household and commercial operations, and include
lawn mowers, ride-on mowers, mulchers, leaf blowers, generators,
pumps, chain saws, and other small handheld or pushed/pulled
equipment.

• spark ignition engines used in marine vessels including: outboard
engines, personal watercraft and stern-drive engines.

Importers are required to keep records of the type and quantities of 
emission controlled products they import and the certi�cation of the 
products (Australian or foreign).

Levies will be applied to imported products as well as domestic 
manufacture. Fees will be levied on an annual basis based on your 
import data. While the Levy has not been �nalised it is predicted to be 
about 0.45% of the total Customs Value of the importers imports of 
emissions-controlled products in a year, commencing 1 July each year. 
If the total levy liability is below the low levy threshold, no levy will 
apply. �e low levy threshold is anticipated to be A$140.00.

Fees will also apply where certi�cation is undertaken in Australia and 
also for Exemption applications. Overseas Certi�ed Goods will not 
require Australian Certi�cation however importers are required to keep 
a record of the Overseas Certi�cation Number which you will require 
before you import the goods. It may be a requirement that this number 
has to be quoted on your Customs Entry.

�e scheme is administered by the Department of Environment and 
Energy.

Examples of the types of products can be found on our website or at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/publications/-
types-of-products-covered-by-new-emissions-standards

Amendments to the Tari� Concessions System

�e Customs Act has been amended to make it more di�cult to obtain 
a new Tari� Concession Order (TCO) and easier for local manufactur-
ers to object to the granting of a new TCO. �e main changes are:
(a) �e removal of minimum 25% Australian content. Now, local

 manufacturers can object if, in Australia, they undertake at least one
substantial process of manufacture in the production of
 substitutable goods.

(b) �e Australian manufacturer must have made substitutable goods
 that are made-to-order capital equipment, requiring the same
 labour skills, technology and design expertise as the subject of a
 TCO, in the last �ve years (previously, it was two years).  

Asbestos

A reminder that the Australian Border Force (ABF) is focusing heavily 
on the importation of products potentially containing Asbestos, which 
are prohibited imports. 

In Australia, no tolerance is permitted for asbestos in imported 
products. �is is not necessarily the case in some countries, such as 
China and the USA, where low levels of asbestos may be permitted 
(depending on the product).

�e exceptions are,
• Fresh produce (including nursery stock and live plants) of Customs
 Tari� Chapter 6 only;

• Live animals of Customs Tari� Chapters 1 and 3 only; 
• Food for human consumption (including beverages) of Customs
  Tari�  Chapters 2 to 4, 7 to 14, 15 to 22 and Customs Tari�
 Headings 0504 and 0505 only; 

• Seeds for sowing of Customs Tari� Heading 1209;
• Pharmaceutical products of Customs Tari� Chapter 30 only;
• Italian made goods exported from Italy outside 1 September 2017 to
 30 April 2018 - evidence in the form of a manufacturer’s statement
 will be required to con�rm that the goods left Italy outside this
 period. 

Treatment Options include Methyl Bromide Fumigation (not 
available in Europe), Sulphuryl Fluoride (except where performed in 
Italy), Heat Treatment (50°C or more). For goods that are not suited 
for these treatment full unpack and inspection at a Quarantine Facility 
can be requested. All costs involved are to be borne by the importer. 
�ese measures apply to goods arriving up until 30 April 2018.

While it is not yet formally con�rmed, the BMSB season and these 
measures will presumably recommence on 1 September 2018. 

Please note that separate rules apply to shipments of certain types of 
goods from the USA where BMSB is also found. 

Until next time,
Matt McAuli�e, JJL Legal Eagle
 

�e Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
Over the past few issues of Bare Facts, we have indulged those of you 
who have an unusual fascination for the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
(BMSB).

Now, you may have heard recently that the hipsters of Surry Hills in 
Sydney are complaining about a recent infestation of stink bugs 
spraying all over their Vans shoes! However, these are not the BMSB 
and have been identi�ed as Lychee Stink Bugs.

If you think I am picking on the poor Surry Hills hipsters, I comment 
with authority having lived there for 34 years before recently moving 
away from the area and can assure you the stink bugs were residents 
long before the hipsters.  

More seriously though, Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs from Italy are 
now causing a major Biosecurity concern. Biosecurity advise that while 
they pose no risks to humans they are an exotic pest with a voracious 
appetite for fruit and vegetables.

Biosecurity has now implemented very stringent protocols for dealing 
with this pest.

Currently Biosecurity require nearly all goods made in Italy, regardless 
of the actual country of export, to undergo either pre-shipment 
treatment or post-importation treatment, when they are imported as 
containerised (FCL/FCX or LCL) sea freight. 

�e ABF identi�es products that may potentially contain asbestos by 
way of their tari� classi�cation and require brokers to answer an 
asbestos content question when lodging an Import Declaration 
(Customs Entry) on behalf of an importer.

Please refer to issue 30 of Bare Facts on our website for additional 
information on the importing requirements for goods potentially 
containing asbestos. 

It also needs to be remembered that if asbestos is detected in imported 
products, re-export will probably not be permitted as products 
containing asbestos are also prohibited exports.

Aluminium Composite Panels Containing Polyethlyene

In an e�ort to detect non-conforming building products (of the kind 
involved in a number of building �res), the ABS has included new 
Statistical Codes in Chapter 76 of the Customs Tari� under which 
these Aluminium Composite Panels Containing Polyethlyene must be 
entered. 

Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA)

On 1 December 2017, major amendments to SAFTA came into force 
bringing the requirements of this FTA into line with our other Free 
Trade Agreements. To use SAFTA 3, basic requirements must be met:
(a) �e goods must be made in Singapore and be Singapore

 Originating Goods;
(b) �e method of shipment must comply with the Consignment

 Provisions (basically, the goods must be shipped directly from
 Singapore to Australia); and 

(c) At time of importation the importer must be in possession of an
 Origin Certi�cation Document (in the prescribed format) or copy
 thereof issued by the exporter, producer or importer.

Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement

�e Peru-Australia Free Trade Agreement was signed on 12 February 
2018. Australia and Peru now need to implement their domestic 
legislation to give e�ect to this FTA. Looking at previous FTA 
implementation time lines, this usually takes about 12 months. 

Paci�c Agreement on Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus

�is Free Trade Agreement covers Australia, New Zealand, Cook 
Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, and 
Tuvalu and was concluded in April 2017.

Currently the implementation of this FTA is being considered by the 
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties of the Australian Parliament, 
who will be holding their next hearing on 26 March 2018. 

Trans-Paci�c Partnership (TPP)

As advised in the last Top Tip, the Trans-Paci�c Partnership Free 
Trade Agreement was not dead - it really was just sleeping!

Well, the TPP has woken from its slumber with a new name, the 
‘Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Paci�c 
Partnership’ (TPP-11), minus the USA. �e membership of the 
revised TPP is Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. 

�e text of this revised TPP-11 was released on 21 February 2018 and 
was signed by all parties on 8 March 2018 in Chile.

Apparently, all is not lost in regard to the USA being a member of the 
TPP-11 at some time in the future as US President Trump is report-
edly concerned about the loss of competitive access to the Japanese 
market for US farm product.

TPP-11 implementation is due 60 days after at least 50 per cent of the 
original signatories have completed the domestic implementation 
legislation. 
 

Packing Declarations
In a previous Top Tip, we advised that sea freight importers had to 
switch over to the new style Packing Declaration by 16 June 2017. 
Then, last November, Biosecurity amended the Packing Declaration 
again to allow for the use of Bamboo as an acceptable packing 
material (provided it has been appropriately treated). Bamboo had 
previously been an unacceptable packing material.

All consignment shipped after 1 July 2018 must be accompanied by 
the latest format Packing Declaration (released in November 2017).

For details of the new Packing Declaration format and treatment 
requirements for bamboo packing materials please contact our 
office.
 
Copies of the revised Packing Declarations can be found on the
JJ Lawson website at:
http://www.jjlawson.com.au/news-and-update/resources/

Transport News
JJL has once again passed its Trucksafe and NHVAS Maintenance, Mass & 
Fatigue Audits.

The Australian Trucking Association and the Australian Logistics Council have 
formed a joint venture entity to prepare a Registered Industry Code of Practice 
(Code) for compliance with the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL).

This ‘Master Code’ will address the management of speed, fatigue, mass, 
dimension and loading and vehicle standards under the HVNL, particularly as it 
relates to the new primary duty as part of chain of responsibility amendments 
due to commence in mid-2018. You can read more on the Chain of Responsi-
bility Legislation being introduced in mid-2018. here: https://www.nhvr.gov-
.au/safety-accreditation- compliance/chain-of- responsibility

This Registered Industry Code of Practice outlines guidance, procedures and 
best practice principles for parties in the chain of responsibility to implement 
safety standards. By adopting these codes, businesses can reduce their risk of 
non-compliance with the Heavy Vehicle National Law and improve safety.

JJL were chosen by the ATA & TruckSafe to be used for a test case audit 
under The Master Code. Our compliance with the Master Code was graded
at Gold Level.

Truck News
In other news, we are currently in the process of obtaining approval to operate 
an A-Double combination (two 40’ Trailers with a Dolly). To date we have 
received in principle approval from the RMS to operate and A-Double 
combination from DP World Port Botany to JJL Chipping Norton.

We have invested in two new approved-design Mack Granite prime movers 
and also are awaiting delivery of two new approved design Vawdrey Skel 
trailers. Once we have taken delivery of the equipment, we will be making our 
final submission for permission to can operate this combination and improve 
our efficiencies.
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JJL on top at Australian Trucking Association Awards Night

On 23 April, JJL Transport General Manager Greg Lawson proudly accepted 
the John Kelly Memorial Award at the Australian Trucking Industry Awards.

The ATA Awards, this year hosted by Chairman Greg Crouch, are presented 
to businesses who have gone above and beyond to continuously improve 
their workplace safety and contribute to the trucking industry.

According to Crouch, JJL received this prestigious award in recognition of 
“the outstanding work of JJL Transport as a TruckSafe accredited operator 
that has implemented and promoted the program in an exceptional 
fashion.”

“JJL has demonstrated exceptional dedication to the Australian trucking 
industry through their hard work and commitment,” said Crouch.

Greg Lawson responded, “We were really pleased and excited to be 
nominated and recognised as a finalist for the John Kelly Memorial Award. 
To be named as the recipient for 2018 is a real honour for us.”

“In 2002, I discovered the TruckSafe Scheme and decided to align our own 
practices with theirs. This is now our 16th year of TruckSafe accreditation.

“For us, it’s about the welfare of our staff and other road users. It’s about 
being confident that we have systems in place to ensure we are doing our 
best and to identify areas where we can do better.”

 

“The management at JJL thanks all our staff for making us eligible for 
nomination and to TruckSafe and AEI Transport for presenting us with this 
award.”

 

Read more about the ATA Awards at http://www.truck.net.au/media/me-
dia-releases/national-trucking-industry-awards-recognise-industrys-finest

Meet the Bears!

Michael Louca AKA Zorba
Booking & Container Control Clerk 
How long have you worked at JJL?
Since the 11th of May 2011.
What is the most interesting thing about your job?
The different challenges that the transport industry 
has to offer.
What is your greatest achievement?
Being a father to my three children. It has taught 
me unconditional love and reminds me of what is 
important. 
What is your most treasured possession?
My family. The joy and fulfilment I get when I see 
them is priceless. As long as we have each other, 
we have everything.

Who is your personal hero?
My father. He came to a foreign country with nothing 
and worked to create a better life for his family. He 
taught me the value of hard work and to always be 
kind but, most importantly, he taught me how to 
roast a lamb on the spit.

What is your favourite sing-along-to song?
Jagged Edge Let’s get Married and P Diddy I Need a 
Girl Part 2 or anything Greek!
I really admire...
my wife for putting up with her husband. You would 
agree! 
What travel experience is number one on your bucket list? 
Alaska or Antarctica .
What is your idea of absolute happiness?  
In the back yard watching the kids play, with a lamb 
on the spit and a good scotch.
What do you do in your downtime? 
Downtime? What’s downtime?! I wish I had 
downtime!
Where do you see yourself in ten years’ time? 
Well, I will be 41 by then. I’ll be taking the kids to 
school and working at JJL. Only time will tell.

CUSTOMS • FREIGHT • TRANSPORT

This and previous Bare Facts Issues 
are also available for download from
www.jjlawson.com.au

Welcome to another edition
of Bare Facts! And I’ve got 
lots of big news for importers 
and exporters. If you have any 
questions about any of the 
following information, please 
contact our o�ce and we’ll be 
happy to help you.
Let’s get started!

Changes to Ozone Depleting Substances

Since 1 January 2018, Australia has been phasing 
down the import of hydro�uorocarbons (HFCs) by 
way of a quota system. To import bulk HFCs after 31 
December 2017, importers must now hold a 
Controlled Substances Licence for the import of 
synthetic greenhouse gases and a HFC import quota, 
both issued by the Department of the Environment 
and Energy. �e HFC phase-down only applies to 
bulk imports of HFCs (such as ISO tanks, cylinders 
and canisters) and includes the HFC portion of any 
blend. �e HFC phase-down does not apply to 
HFCs imported in pre-charged equipment, such as 
air-conditioners or refrigerators.

From 1 January 2018, nitrogen tri�uoride (NF3) and 
per�uorocarbon 9-1-18 (PFC-9-1-18) are now listed 
as Ozone Depleting Substances and become both 
Prohibited Imports and Prohibited Exports unless a 
licence to import or export is held.

Product Emissions Standards Act 2017

�e aim of this Act is to address the adverse e�ects of 
air pollution from certain products. On 11 January 
2018, the Product Emissions Standards Rules 2017 
commenced and from 1 July 2018 the importation of 
emissions-controlled products will be PROHIBIT-
ED unless they are Certi�ed as being compliant with 
Australian Emissions Standards or an exemption has 
been granted.

ChAFTA

While the government has advised that the China- 
Australia Free Trade Agreement has been �nalised, 
there are still a few hurdles to be jumped. Firstly 
before ChAFTA can commence both Australia and 
China have to pass their domestic legislation imple-
menting the agreement. 

Once this occurs, ChAFTA will not commence until 
at least 30 days after both parties have noti�ed each 
other of that legislation being passed. 

At the moment, in Australia, the Joint Standing 
Committee on Treaties is conducting a public inquiry 
into ChAFTA and is due to report on 19 October 
2015. However the Senate has decided to hold its 
own separate inquiry which is due to report within 
one month of the JSCOT Report being issued. 

So, at this time, we do not have a date for the com-
mencement of ChAFTA. We will keep you informed 
on its progress.

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

Matt’s top tip

JJL on top at Australian Trucking 
Association Awards Night
On 23 April, JJL Transport General Manager Greg Lawson 
proudly accepted the John Kelly Memorial Award at the 
Australian Trucking Industry Awards.

The ATA Awards, this year hosted by Chairman Greg Crouch, 
are presented to businesses who have gone above and beyond 
to continuously improve their workplace safety and contribute 
to the trucking industry.

According to Crouch, JJL received this prestigious award in 
recognition of “the outstanding work of JJL Transport as a 
TruckSafe accredited operator that has implemented and 
promoted the program in an exceptional fashion.”

“JJL has demonstrated exceptional dedication to the Australian 
trucking industry through their hard work and commitment,” 
said Crouch.

Greg Lawson responded, “We were really pleased and excited 
to be nominated and recognised as a finalist for the John Kelly 
Memorial Award. To be named as the recipient for 2018 is a 
real honour for us.”

“In 2002, I discovered the TruckSafe Scheme and decided to 
align our own practices with theirs. This is now our 16th year of 
TruckSafe accreditation.”

“For us, it’s about the welfare of our staff and other road users. 
It’s about being confident that we have systems in place to 
ensure we are doing our best and to identify areas where we 
can do better.”

“The management at JJL thanks all our staff for making us 
eligible for nomination and to TruckSafe and AEI Transport for 
presenting us with this award.”

Read more about the ATA Awards at http://www.truck.net.au/
media/media-releases/national-trucking-industry-
awards-recognise-industrys-finest

JJL a Finalist at the Australian 
Trucking Industry Awards
The Australian Trucking Industry Awards are designed to 
recognise businesses and individuals who have gone above and 
beyond to improve their workplace and contribute to the 
trucking industry.

JJL is proud to be a finalist for this year’s TruckSafe John Kelly 
Memorial Award at the event to be held in Canberra on Friday 
20 April 2018. In the words of the ATA, “JJ Lawson Transport 
has developed a reputation for dedicated personal service in the 
customs clearance, freight and transport industry. A member of 
TruckSafe since 2002, JJ Lawson staff are highly trained in all 
aspects of the business.”

JJL Transport Manager Greg Lawson, and his lovely wife Nicky, 
will represent JJL at the Awards night, hosted by Geoff Crouch, 
ATA Chair.

“The finalists for these awards have demonstrated exceptional 
dedication to the Australian trucking industry through their hard 
work and commitment,” said Crouch. “These awards are a 
highlight of not only the Trucking Australia conference,
but the whole year and I look forward to the
announcement of the winners.”

So do we!
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